SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
motivations, became a conversational study about the
proper mutual adjustments of conflicting wills in an
imaginary society. The individual "personality/"
with its private notions of Truth (since the Re-
formation there could not be any absolute truth) and
its small-scale capitalist activities, is regarded as sacred.
Democracy is final and ultimate. John Stuart Mill
regarded the final arbiter in the realm of ideas as being
the "market place" of popular opinion. His phrase
becomes relevant the more literally do we interpret his
notions of a market place. The idea of a consensus of
opinion, a sort of average of Good Notions, must be
the nearest approach to The Good Notion that the
mind of man could conceive.
This way of thinking, in its modern pseudo-socialist
guise, is, as it were, the last ditch of Nominalism. It is
utterly unscientific. In science, truth, or law, as we
have seen, is never arrived at by taking a consensus of
opinion. No opinion is of basic importance in scientific
method. Law may be discovered only by controlled
experiment and deductive reasoning from given
premises. The human personality, for science, is
simply a collection of partly understood facts, more or
less amenable to experiment and reasoning and differ-
ing in no philosophical sense from any other part of
the universe. Nominalism and "humanitarianism,"
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